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Trend of H1N1  
in Returning US  
Students Continues
A worldwide trend of countries confirming cases of the 
H1N1 virus in students returning from the US continues. 
On Friday, June 19th, Ethiopia confirmed its first two 
cases of the H1N1 virus in two teenage girls returning 
from the U.S.1 According to the WHO, Ethiopia is the 
fourth African country to confirm cases of H1N1 virus, 
along with Egypt, Morocco, and South Africa.  Morocco 
has confirmed eight cases of the virus and all the cases 
have involved people returning from the US or Canada.2 
South Africa confirmed its first case of the virus on June 
18th, in a young boy returning from the U.S.3 Egypt’s 
first confirmed case of the virus was also a young student 
returning from the U.S., and since then a majority of the 
country’s 29 confirmed cases have stemmed from people 
flying into the country.4 

Algeria and Iran also reported their first cases of the H1N1 
virus in people coming from the U.S. A woman traveling 
from the U.S. was the confirmed to be carrying the virus 
in Algeria on Saturday, while a 16 year-old Iranian coming 
from the U.S. was confirmed in Iran today.5 6 

Countries Reporting  
High H1N1  
Infection Rates

Today, as the Philippines reported the first H1N1 related 
death in Asia, the Department of Health (DOH) also 
stated that they project 25% of the country’s population 
to be affected with the H1N1 virus. They based their pro-
jection on the current 25% attack rate they are witnessing 
in the country.7 Based on this projection and the country’s 
latest population statistics, more then 24 million people 
would be infected with the virus.8 The country has con-
firmed 445 cases of the virus, but the DOH reassured that 
the majority of cases have only been “mild,” with 84% of 
people recovering.9

These projections in the Philippines come days after the 
CDC reported findings that the attack rate in some areas 
of the U.S., such as New York City, is about seven per-
cent.. While seven percent is a high rate for an area like 
New York City, officials stressed that this rate cannot be 
applied to the entire country. Dan Jernigan, a Deputy 
Director at the CDC, stated that, “it would be inaccurate 
to try and take an attack rate of 7% for an area that’s high-
ly affected and apply that to the U.S. population.”10 

This document has been prepared by bio-era as a part of the “Thinking Ahead” service, designed to support 
commercial decision-making in response to the anticipated commercial and economic impacts of novel H1N1 
pandemic influenza. The service seeks to monitor and evaluate current developments based on their significance 
with respect to three criteria: the significance of the news item for (1) the evolution of the physical disease 
event; (2) its effects on perceptions of threat (i.e., fear); and (3) examples of reaction or response to (1) and (2) 
above. To the extent possible, bio-era seeks to integrate an understanding of the particular news items identified 
as leading indicators or signposts within a broader bio-era scenario-based decision-support framework. To learn 
more about the service, the scenarios framework, or to enroll, please visit www.bio-era.net.
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School closings have become a very common preventative 
response that governments are implementing in the hope 
of slowing the spread of the H1N1 virus. 

Malaysia to Enforce  
Strict Penalties

F riday, Malaysia’s Health Minister announced that the 
country will be enforcing strict punishments on people 

that try to hide information about contracting the H1N1 
virus. Any person in or entering the country that has con-
tracted the virus and hides or withholds information about 
their status may now face fines and up to two years in pris-
on. The Health Minster explained the reason for enacting 
these strict measures by saying, “We have no choice but to 
be stricter, as this is the only way to keep the disease from 
spreading further.”11

The Health Minister also stated that social distancing 
measures have been discussed but will not be initiated 
until there is a large outbreak in one area. The plan would 
involve closing schools, banning social gatherings, and 
quarantining people in a community or school where a 
case is confirmed.12 According to WHO statistics as of 
June 19th, Malaysia has 23 confirmed case of H1N1.13 

School Closings  
Continue in Asia

A sian countries are enacting different school closing 
policies in efforts to prevent the spread of the H1N1 

virus. Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology has reported 4,466 school clos-
ings throughout the country while in Hong Kong all pri-
mary, kindergarten, special and nursery schools have been 
closed. In Thailand, schools now have the power to cancel 
or suspend classes without asking the Education Ministry’s 
permission and Philippine schools are now being told 
to report any cases of flu like illnesses in students. 14  

U.S. Issues Travel  
Alert for China

The U.S. State Department officially released a travel 
alert for people traveling to China. In an effort to 

limit the imported spread of the H1N1 virus, China is 
imposing seven-day quarantines on travelers entering the 
country with flu-like symptoms. Even travelers that have 
been in close contact with people with flu-like symptoms 
are being quarantined. The alert states that the proportion 
of Americans being quarantined remains low, but that the 
selection process remains random in terms of who they 
quarantine. There have been reports of parents and chil-
dren being separated, as well as reports of unsuitable quar-
antine conditions.15 Since the emergence of the H1N1 
virus, China has taken very strict measures to prevent the 
virus from entering the country and spreading.

Airlines already struggling because of the tough economic 
conditions are being hit even harder as the H1N1 virus 
spreads worldwide. Delta Airlines released a statement 
today claiming that the H1N1 pandemic has impacted 
their annual revenues by some $250 million. Delta’s CEO 
said, “The H1N1 virus, we estimate, in both our Latin 
America and Mexico, and particularly Asian business has 
impacted revenues...”16
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Indicates or portends higher 
transmission, transmissability, 
and/or virulence of the disease

Indicates or promotes
heightened fear of the disease

Expected to exacerbate
disease impacts
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Physical Evolution
How significant is the development with respect to 
the evolution, transmissability, and virulence of the 
disease?

Perception
How significant is the development with respect to 
perceptions of threat (i.e., fears of the disease)?

Response/Reaction
To what degree does the response help or hinder 
the effort to mitigate the impacts the disease?
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Bio-era's judgement regarding the extent to which a development is positive or negative for: (1) the 
physical evolution of the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future disease event impacts.

Bio-era's meter weighing the extent to which daily developments 
are positive or negative in regard to: (1) the physical evolution of 
the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future 
disease event impacts.

Negative Developments Positive Developments

Bio-era's meter weighing the extent to which daily developments 
are positive or negative in regard to: (1) the physical evolution of 
the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future 
disease event impacts.

Negative Developments Positive Developments


