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Companies Beginning
to Enforce Stricter
Safety Measures in Response
to Novel H1N1 Virus

Second H1N1 Death Outside
of the Americas Confirmed

Companies in Singapore are enacting stricter safety measures to prevent the spread of novel H1N1 virus through
employees. More companies are requesting (and in some
cases requiring) employees returning from H1N1 affected
countries to stay at home for 7 days before returning to
work — even if they have no symptoms, or at least to
regularly check their temperature for 7 days after travel
abroad. Singapore’s Health Ministry guidelines require
confirmed cases to be quarantined in the hospital.1
Measures are also being enacted by Asian companies to
keep workers from traveling. NTT DoCoMo, a Japanese
Telco giant, confirmed it kept employees from attending
Asia’s largest technology trade show this week so there
would be no risk of contracting the novel H1N1virus
while flying.2 On June 10th a worldwide survey of 400
mid and large size companies was released by Mercer LLC
that showed 41% of companies do not have HR plans in
place to deal with H1N1 related health issues.3
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Australian health officials have confirmed their first novel
H1N1 related death in a 26 year old male. This is only the
second confirmed death outside of the Americas. A 38 year
old woman in Scotland confirmed to have the virus died
earlier this week. Doctors have stressed in both cases that
the victims had underlying health issues that were major
contributors.4 It should be noted that the Australian man
was from a remote aboriginal community.5 Concern has
mounted in Canada over the last two weeks regarding the
higher severity of H1N1 illness within indigenous communities. As of today, the WHO has confirmed 180 deaths
worldwide, of which 157 were within the US and Mexico.6
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Philippines Advising Public
to Wear Safety Masks
Today the Philippines Department of Science and
Technology issued an advisory for students and workers to
start wearing safety masks when they are in public places.
The advisory comes as the region gets ready to enter its
monsoon season and scientists feel weather conditions may
promote the spread of the virus.7 The Philippines has confirmed 311 cases of novel H1N1 influenza and no deaths.8
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This document has been prepared by bio-era as a part of the “Thinking Ahead” service, designed to support
commercial decision-making in response to the anticipated commercial and economic impacts of novel H1N1
pandemic influenza. The service seeks to monitor and evaluate current developments based on their significance
with respect to three criteria: the significance of the news item for (1) the evolution of the physical disease
event; (2) its effects on perceptions of threat (i.e., fear); and (3) examples of reaction or response to (1) and (2)
above. To the extent possible, bio-era seeks to integrate an understanding of the particular news items identified
as leading indicators or signposts within a broader bio-era scenario-based decision-support framework. To learn
more about the service, the scenarios framework, or to enroll, please visit www.bio-era.net.
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Japan Relaxes Measures
against novel H1N1

T

oday the Japanese government announced it has
revised its guidelines on dealing with the H1N1
virus. All medical institutions may now see suspected flu
patients, and people exhibiting mild symptoms may recover at their homes. Before, flu patients could only be seen
by institutions with fever clinics and all people exhibiting
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flu symptoms were required to be hospitalized in areas
with low case numbers. The government will now also
focus on detecting group cases and stop counting individual cases.9 These relaxed prevention and surveillance
measures come even as the number of confirmed cases has
risen in Japan to 690.10
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Bio-era's judgement regarding the extent to which a development is positive or negative for: (1) the
physical evolution of the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future disease event impacts.
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Physical Evolution
How significant is the development with respect to
the evolution, transmissability, and virulence of the
disease?

Indicates or portends higher
transmission, transmissability,
and/or virulence of the disease

No Net
Change

Indicates or portends lower
transmission, transmissability,
and/or virulence of the disease

Perception
How significant is the development with respect to
perceptions of threat (i.e., fears of the disease)?

Indicates or promotes
heightened fear of the disease

No Net
Effect

Indicates or promotes
lower fear of the disease

Response/Reaction
To what degree does the response help or hinder
the effort to mitigate the impacts the disease?

Expected to exacerbate
disease impacts

No Net
Impact

Expected to mitigate
disease impacts
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